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Healthcare Affordability Must Be Paired with Investment in Diagnostic
Infrastructure, says Pathology Technology Australia

Pathology Technology Australia (PTA) welcomes the Federal Government's
commitment to funding new public hospitals ($25bil), cheaper medicines ($5.9bil)
and more Urgent Care Clinics (1.9bil), all aimed at improving healthcare affordability
for Australian patients. The $589mil for medical research and clinical trials also
earmarked in this budget is long overdue. The mention of a budget allocation of
$488mil over 5 years for health preventative measures appears to mostly impact
dental health, and does little to respond to the real opportunities where our sector's
technology can have the biggest impact - more needs to be done.

As we await the fine print of where and how the cost-saving measures will
impact, we believe this budget for health remains largely with band aid
measures that neglect to address the longer-term sustainability challenges
facing Australian healthcare.

Australia’s healthcare system is under unprecedented stress. An aging population, rising chronic
disease burden, antimicrobial resistance, and climate-related health challenges, within a global
landscape of cost-of-living pressures. These pressures require a fundamental shift from a reactive,
sickness-based system to a wellness-based predictive, preventive, and personalised healthcare
system - linking national healthcare goals directly to funding for the tools and infrastructure that
will support those goals.
“Diagnostics inform 70% of medical decisions. Without investment
in the pathology services, technology, and infrastructure that
enable accurate, timely diagnosis, we risk creating a bottleneck
where patients can afford to see their GP but can’t access the tests
they need for appropriate care,” says Dean Whiting, PTA CEO. “We
should be moving Australia’s healthcare system to be more
predictive, preventative and personalised, and there is little in this

budget to start that transition.”
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PTA points out that increasing investment in health contributes to greater productivity and
valuable social and economic outcomes, aligning with Treasury’s Measuring What Matters
framework. Healthcare investment supports a Healthy population (physical and mental well-
being, accessible services), a Sustainable society (resilient healthcare infrastructure, sovereign
capability), and a Prosperous economy (workforce participation, reduced disease burden,
innovation sector growth). The Productivity Commission has identified health as a major driver
of productivity.

PTA-C/26: Delivering Consensus-Driven, Data-Driven Reform Evidence

On May 27-28, 2026, PTA will convene government, clinicians, health economists, patient
advocates, pathology leaders, and international experts at PTA-C/26 at the Langham Hotel,
Sydney. The congress is specifically designed to develop the clear, consensus-driven, and data-
driven evidence necessary to support bold healthcare reform.

Go to www.ptacongress.com to learn more and register.

PTA acknowledges the complexity of healthcare reform and the political challenges inherent in
transforming established systems. However, the evidence is clear: incremental adjustments to
Medicare rebates and establishment of Urgent Care Clinics, while helpful for immediate access
issues, do not constitute the transformative reform required for long-term sustainability.

“The time for bold reform is now,” Dean Whiting said. “We don’t have
the luxury of waiting another decade while healthcare becomes
increasingly unsustainable. We invite you to join us at PTA-C/26 where
we will deliver the evidence, consensus, and actionable
recommendations needed to support policymakers in making the
difficult but necessary decisions for Australia’s healthcare future.”

About Pathology Technology Australia (PTA)

Pathology Technology Australia (PTA) is the peak body representing manufacturers, distributors, and suppliers of in vitro
diagnostic (IVD) medical devices in Australia. PTA members supply the diagnostic tests, instruments, and technologies
used by pathology laboratories, hospitals, and point-of-care settings across Australia. PTA advocates for policies that
support innovation, improve patient access to diagnostics, and ensure the sustainability of Australia’s diagnostic sector.

Contact: Dean Whiting, PTA CEO
ceo@pathologytechnology.org.au
0497 777 688
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